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PRESS RELEASE
Brussels,

15 March 2005

2007 or 2008? 

Romania’s Admission to the European Union
„There are clear signals coming from certain MEPs that they will give a CONDITIONAL YES to Romania’s signing of the Accession Treaty. The condition is that the European Parliament continues to closely monitor Romania after the vote on 13 April. The new government is thus offered a limited endorsement and must not be sanctioned for the shortcomings of the previous one”, said Joost Lagendijk MEP during a debate organised by Clubul „Romania-UE” on the premises of the European Parliament in Brussels, Monday, 14 March 2005. Having recently visited Romania, MEP Langendijk outlined the problems still remaining in Romania in a very critical manner, while pointing out that we find ourselves only one short month before Parliament is asked for its assent. 
The animated debate that ensued between speakers and the 150 participants attempted to anticipate the outcome of the EP vote, as well as the actual accession date of Romania. The main focus remained on those critical issues still outstanding for the new government, such as corruption, comparable to terrorism in terms of social impact, as well as press censorship, which has increased on the occasion of last November’s elections.
On a more positive note, Kristina Hedberg, member of the Cabinet of Enlargement Commissioner Ollie Rehn, stated that: “After Commissioner’s Rehn visit to Romania, the European Commission approaches Romania’s accession with reserved optimism. The new government seems very determined to continue with the reform. The question though remains whether it will have the strength and abilities to fulfill all the necessary conditions within the strict timeline given. The European Union maintains its promises towards Romania by providing unprecedented help: 1 billion euro per year plus continous technical assistance.”
„In the 90s, the European Union has shown a dedicated interest in strengthening democracy in Romania. After 2000, key EU actors have however become more concerned with maintaining the enlargement timeline, rather than continuing real reform in the country. Romania must join in 2007. Delaying its entry for 2008 is only acceptable if the European Union is prepared to assume its part of the responsibility for such failure,” claimed Professor Tom Gallagher from the University of Bradford. 
Speakers included high-ranked members of the European and Romanian institutions, academics, as well as representatives of the private and public sector: Heide Rühle – MEP, Joost Lagendijk – MEP, Kristian Hedberg – European Commission, Lazar Comanescu – Ambassador of Romania to the EU, Willy de Backer - EurActiv and Mihaela Gherghisan – Radio France.

The conclusion of the debate was that Romania’s accession in 2007 will be a political decision and the use of the safeguard clause is rather unlikely. Those who should benefit from the trust of the European Union are young Romanian experts and specialists, who will be the true catalysts of Romania’s integration as a successful Member State. 
For more information regarding this event please see: www.euro-club.org
Additional information can be obtained from:

Radu CIOPONEA / Preşedinte

Clubul „România-UE” Bruxelles

Tel : + 32 495 925133
Email: president@euro-club.org
Note for journalists: „România-UE” Club Brussels 

The “Romania-EU” Club Brussels is an independent group of Romanian experts living and working in Belgium. A large number of its members are directly involved in activities characteristic for the European capital. The Club is financially independent, has no religious or political affiliation, and is in no way linked to any governmental structure or political party in either Romania or the EU. Its main objective is that of contributing to Romania’s integration into the EU, preferably by the 2007 deadline. The Club defines itself as a “think-tank” delivering an objective and independent opinion regarding relations between Romania and the EU. The Club operates on a strictly not-for-profit basis.
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